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from England; we possess 57 per cent of the jute looms in the
world, but our jute mills still concentrate largely on the manu-
facture of commoner classes of hessians and sacking, and the
production of finer types is still in the hands of Dundee
manufacturers.21 We are producing more sugar than we
require but only 50 per cent of India made sugar is comparable
to Java made in colour and grain, only 3 per cent stands com-
parison with foreign sugar in lustre, and a substantial part is
inferior to that of Java in keeping quality.22 Indian skins are
of high grade and suited for first class work, but from these
skins Indian tanners have not been able to produce finished
goods of any thing like the quality that can be manufactured
from them in Europe and America. Our pig iron is much
cheaper than the British product but the same thing does not
hold good in the case of Indian steel.23 We are nearing self-
sufficiency in steel but do not fabricate machinery.
Why are we lagging behind in all these higher spheres
of industrial efficiency? Largely because the general level
of efficiency of skilled workers and technicians in this country
with certain exceptions is lower than in older industrial
countries. The superiority of countries like Britain, France
and the U.S.A. in the production of goods of high quality
is mainly due to the extraordinary skill of the worker, which
has descended through generations of handicraftsmen, and to
the best kind of technical training.
The achievements of some of India's leading industrial
establishments like the Tata enterprises, in this respect, prove
beyond doubt that the technical skill of a high standard is not
the monopoly of any nation and can be acquired by any
country desirous of possessing it and prepared to make the
necessary investment. Some of our post-war industrial
ambitions are to export abroad a part of our sugar output,
to replace raw and dressed leather with fully tanned leather
in our export trade and to take up the manufacture of plant
and machinery, automobiles, aircraft and ships. In order to
achieve these objectives the level of the quality of India made
goods will have to be raised to the international standards,.
21 Report on the Marketing and Transport of Jute (1940), pp. 5 & 243.
22Report of the Indian Tariff Board on Sugar (1938), p. 85.
23P.S.  Lokanathan: Industrial Organization in India, p.  70.